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Glossary of Acronyms 

Cefas Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science 

CIA Cumulative Impact Assessment 

CSCB Cromer Shoal Chalk Beds 

CSIMP Cable Specification Installation and Monitoring Plan 

DCO Development Consent Order 

DEL Dudgeon Extension Limited 

DEP Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project 

DML Deemed Marine Licence 

DOW Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EPP Evidence Plan Process 

ES Environmental Statement 

ETG Expert Topic Group  

HRA Habitats Regulations Assessment 

MaCAA Marine and Coastal Access Act 

MEEB Measures of Equivalent Environmental Benefit 

MGOPP Marine Geology, Oceanography and Physical Processes 

MHWS Mean High Water Springs  

MMMP Marine Mammal Mitigation Protocol 

MMO  Marine Management Organisation 

MW Megawatt 

NNDC North Norfolk District Council 

PEIR Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

PEMP Project Environmental Management Plan 

RR Relevant Representation 

RIAA Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment 

SAC Special Area of Conservation 

SEL Scira Extension Limited 

SEP Sheringham Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project 

SNS Southern North Sea 

SoS Secretary of State 
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SOW Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm 
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Glossary of Terms 

Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm 
Extension Project (DEP) 

The Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension onshore 
and offshore sites including all onshore and offshore 
infrastructure. 

Evidence Plan Process (EPP) A voluntary consultation process with specialist 
stakeholders to agree the approach, and information to 
support, the EIA and HRA for certain topics. 

Expert Topic Group (ETG) A forum for targeted engagement with regulators and 
interested stakeholders through the EPP. 

Sheringham Shoal Offshore 
Wind Farm Extension Project 
(SEP) 

The Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm Extension 
onshore and offshore sites including all onshore and 
offshore infrastructure. 

The Applicant Equinor New Energy Limited. As the owners of SEP 
and DEP, Scira Extension Limited and Dudgeon 
Extension Limited are the named undertakers that 
have the benefit of the DCO. References in this 
document to obligations on, or commitments by, ‘the 
Applicant’ are given on behalf of SEL and DEL as the 
undertakers of SEP and DEP.   
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2.4 Stage 1 CSCB MCZA and In-Principle CSCB MCZ MEEB Plan 
20. The offshore export cable corridor passes through the CSCB MCZ. It is therefore 

possible that Project activities could be capable of significantly affecting the 
protected features of the MCZ. Therefore, a Stage 1 CSCB MCZ Assessment 
[APP-077] was undertaken which concludes that the conservation objective of 
maintaining the protected features of the CSCB MCZ in a favourable condition or 
restoring them to a favourable condition will not be hindered by the construction, 
operation and decommissioning phases of SEP and DEP alone or cumulatively with 
any other plan, project or activity. However, in light of consultation from 
stakeholders, the Applicant has provided a Stage 2 assessment (see the MCAA 
Derogation Provision of Evidence [APP-082) and the In-Principle CSCB MCZ 
MEEB Plan [APP-083]), on a precautionary and without prejudice basis to enable 
consultation on Stage 2 to be undertaken pre-application and during DCO 
Examination, should it be required in the consent determination process.  

21. A summary of the consultation relating to Stage 1 MCZ Assessment and MEEB is 
provided in Table 12. Consultation was initially undertaken through the Seabed ETG 
prior to a dedicated MEEB ETG (consisting of the same members) being formed in 
October 2021. Annex B of the In-Principle CSCB MCZ MEEB Plan [APP-083] 
provides a detailed record of the consultation undertaken with regard to MEEB.  

22. If MEEB is deemed to be required by the Secretary of State, the planting of a native 
oyster bed within the CSCB MCZ would be progressed as the preferred MEEB. 
Table 7.1 of the In-Principle CSCB MCZ MEEB Plan [APP-083] provides a review 
of potential MEEB indicating measures which would be reviewed, if required, as 
alternatives to the preferred measure.  

23. Individual SoCG tables for each alternative measure have not been provided. 
Details of consultation which led to the selection of native oyster bed planting as the 
preferred measure are provided in Table 12 below and Annex B of the In-Principle 
CSCB MCZ MEEB Plan [APP-083]. The MEEB ETG Agreement Log is provided 
in Annex 1. 

24. Additionally, in light of the emerging Offshore Wind Environmental Improvement 
Package (OWEIP) and Marine Recovery Fund (MRF), the Applicant recognises that 
a viable strategic compensation / MEEB funding mechanism may become available 
within the necessary timescales for SEP and DEP and therefore could be relied 
upon to discharge its potential derogation requirements. To ensure this option is 
available to SEP and DEP, the Applicant has included wording within Annex D of 
the In-Principle CSCB MCZ MEEB Plan [APP-083] for a contribution to be made 
to a Strategic Compensation Fund wholly or partly in place of the Applicant’s 
proposed MEEB or as an adaptive management measure. The term ‘Strategic 
Compensation Fund’ refers to any fund established by Defra or a Government body 
for the purpose of implementing strategic compensation measures. This, therefore, 
includes the MRF but also seeks to capture any other strategic compensation 
funding mechanism that might also become available within the timeframe that 
compensation measures would be delivered for SEP and DEP. A detailed 
explanation of the draft DCO wording covering strategic delivery of compensation 
via a fund is provided in Section 4.4 of the Strategic and Collaborative 
Approaches to Compensation and MEEB [APP-084] document.   
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Plate 1: Location (Light Blue Dots) of Evidence of Previous Native Oyster Beds within Cromer Shoal Chalk Beds (CSCB) MCZ 




